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THE HARO SPRATT HOUSE | 58 EAST 68TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 | TEL, (212) 535-3300 | CABLE: COUNFOREL, NEW YORK

March 5, 1974

Dear

At the present time of flux in Soviet-Amarican ralations and of uncertain
prospects in Europz and in the Middle East, the importance of the Balkan and
Pastern Mediterranean raglon (roughly definad as Yugoslavia, Rumania, Bulgaria,
Albanla, Greece, Turkey, Cyprus and surrounding saas) should be self-avident.

But when it comes to dafining what that importancz 1s and whera the region fits
into present and future strategies and interasts of the United States and other
powers, nothing is self-evident, In fact there is a good deal of confusion —-—
about wheres commitments run and how serlously they aras to ba takan, about thea
Soviet-American detente—cum~compstition and naval rivalry in the Mediterranean,
about internal crises in Yugoslavia, Creaca or other countries which could in-
vite outside intervention or explode across frontisrs, and many other matters.
We nead to take a fresh look at the arsa and at existing U.S, policias, and per-
haps also to seek som2 new parspectives. Accordingly, the Council on Foreign
Relations has decided to undertake a study centerad on this ragion. Raymond A,
Hare, former Assistant Secratary of State and Ambassador to Turkey, has agraead
to serva as chalrman. On behalf of Ambassador llare, I am pleased to extend to
you a cordial invitation to bz a memb2r of the group. It is not easvy to find
individuals with the right combination of interast and exparience in this area,
and your contribution to the discussions will bz creatly appreciated. .

{

As the one vho will be rasponsible. for the study, T look forward to having
the benefit of your advice as we proecaad., It mipght b2 usaful to sketch out hara,
In a few sentences, the ground to b2 coverad and the problems the group will be
discussing., We shall look at political and securlty quastions, including Soviet
alms and strategy and the role of NATO. UWe shall wish to davote much of our attepn~
tion to how, in an era of aroding alliances, thz Balkan and Mediterranzcan countries
are related to the propgress of detentz in Europa and the settlement or non~settle-—
m2nt of the Arab-Isra=li conflict. Uz shall not overlook economic factors, partic-
ularly the increasing wz2ight of the Furonzan Tconomic Community in all thesa coun—
tries and the diffsrencas Dztwszen Luronzan and Anerican policiss. We shall also
examine the forces at work within and betwu2en thosz countrizs, including the trends
toward reglonal cooparation and grouving indszpendancz from grzat-powaer connzctions.
This is a large ordar and w2 will not discovar all the answers. It will ba a
significant nat gain if tha proup dozs no more than reassess and clarify American
policies toward Yuposlavia, Rumania, Turkev and Crazaca,
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Wa plan to hava an initial meating on Tuzsday, April 16th at the Harold
Pratt House, starting at 5:00 p.m. (with taa at 4:45) and continuing through
dinner. At that wmeeting wa shall first discuss the ganeral scope of our
future work and then procead to a considaration of recant political davelop-—
ments in Grzece and Turkave. Profassor illarry J. Psomiades of Brooklyn College
(of the City University of Hew York) will introduce our discussion on Greece,

e may have a second mz2ating this spring and several more next fall and
winter. There is no intantion of sezalking any group consansus or agread rec—
onmendations on U.S. policy. DNuring the cours2 of the project I shall bha
writing articles or other publishad work on onz or another aspsct of the sub~-
ject, and plan the eventual publication of a Council book, '

‘I. hopa very much you will find it possible to join this study group, and,
1f so, that we may expect you on April 16th. ' ,

"Pleasa let me know on both counts at your convenlance.

Sinearelv vours,

7

Jolin C, Campball
Senior Research Vellow
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